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various forms of oppression come in. In Holland there
was at first a pretence of mildness. From the first the
press was controlled and there were wholesale requisi-
tions; but no quisling government has been set up, if
only because the N.S.B. cannot muster sufficient men
of experience and ability to man a large municipality,
let alone a government. At the head of each depart-
ment of state is its ' Secretary-General*, in normal
times the official permanent head under the Minister.
The Secretaries-General are now under Seyss-Inquart,
the German Governor-General. The pretence of mild-
ness did not last long. When the Germans saw that
there was no response to their clumsy blandishments,
they brought in their familiar devices, the Gestapo,
wholesale internments in concentration camps, com-
pulsory transference of workmen to Germany, closing
of universities, permission for the N.S.B. to form
storm-troops, anti-Semitic laws, provocations which
ended in street fights and led on to repression. Mem-
bers or supporters of the N.S.B. have been made
governors of the provinces of Limburg and Utrecht,
and burgomasters of Amsterdam and other towns
where there were strikes or disturbances. Huge finan-
cial exactions and the plundering of food and raw
materials have made the country poor and wretched.
The Dutch people have never loved the Germans
and now they hate them. Some bold spirits have
secretly organized resistance, and fifteen were executed
in March 1941, on what evidence we do not know.
The time when open resistance can bring success has
not yet come; but courageous protests against injustices
have been made by the churches. There is proof that
the nation is loyal to the House of Orange and refuses
to be convinced by German propaganda.
Since the parliament cannot sit, and since the people
have gone through and are still going through terrible
experiences, there is a widespread desire for discus-